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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

L, The Tuposlav Government's Cormission on Religion recently recormendec the
digoumbinuation of arrests of the clergy.

3. The facl theh e more leniemt policy has been tsken towerds the various
Chyrched, snd the Roran Catholic Church in particular, is illustrated by
Lhe recont praesencs of clerics et official and public functions of tha
Government end the Yugoslev Commmist Party.
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5.  The rslease of Archbishop Stepinac 1s s5%ill under consideration, Relsasing
him es en individusl hovwever, would play into Cominform hands. Since he was
imprisoned as an Ustasha vareriminel , ttepinac could only be freed by moans
of a genersl amnesty. Thia the Govermment is roluctant to du, bsecausas Yupo-
alav leaders fear that such an act would anger the older partisans, muny of
whom suffered at the hands of imprimned war oriminals, and whose support i
crasently so urgently needed by the Governmemt.
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